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Dear friends and fellow Pilgrims, 

 I am pleased to present the 6th edition of St John’s Glossary.  The glossary is an 

alternative to the Rector’s Annual Report, presented at the Annual General Meeting of the 

congregation.  Various formats have been attempted in the past and this version enjoys a 

resounding approval.  This aims to be comprehensive and seeks compassion when 

wanting in detail. 

The following glossary of St John’s is meant to help you journey through the various 

groups of people and events.  May I ask you to consider this reflection as you would treat 

any guide, a useful tool for your journey through St John’s but not a perfect reflection of 

who we are and what we called to be?   

Please accept my apology in advance for any omission or oversight in acknowledging 

generous contributions of each member of the community of St John’s which often extends 

beyond the confines of church membership, church attendance or allegiance to the forms 

prayers we are familiar with. This is work in progress like most of God’s beautiful and 

bountiful creation.  So, suggestions and ideas for this current and future editions are 

always welcome.  I would like to thank members of the Vestry who contributed to the 

shaping of this glossary.  While this glossary is designed as a tool for reflection on the past 

year, it may serve as a guide to those who join in the journey, newly at St John’s. 

There is a significant amount of information and acknowledgement of people’s kindness 

and generosity in these pages.  Kindly take time to work through it and use it as a prayer 

and praise guide for God’s many blessings.  We take nothing for granted because we 

believe in our calling to be the Disciples of Jesus Christ.  It is an honour, privilege and an 

exciting adventure to follow the Crazy Galilean. 

Thank you for your share in God’s work at St John’s.   May God bless us and continue to 

lead us to the riches in glory. 

As ever 

 
Isaac Poobalan, Rector, Advent 2014 
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Acclamation 

 The Priest:  The Lord be with You. 

 People:  And with your Spirit. 

 Acclamation is a salutation or greeting in the opening dialogue of the eucharistic liturgy 

arranged by a versicle and a response and varied according to the liturgical season. The memorial 

acclamation is a congregational response that may follow the institution narrative in the eucharistic 

prayers.  The Gospel acclamation is sung with Alleluias.  The Mission Statement of St John’s 

inscribed on its great bell on the top of the tower is ‘Venite Adoremus’ i.e. Come, Let us worship.  

Our one, and only purpose and meaning is to worship God in words and deeds.  This is our honour 

and privilege and we are blessed in many ways to fulfil our lives purpose – ‘Venite Adoremus’. 

Acolytes 

 An acolyte assists in worship by carrying a processional cross, lighting candles, holding the 

Gospel book, holding candles or "torches", assisting a deacon or priest set up and clean up at 

the altar, swinging a censer or thurible or carrying the incense boat, handing the offering plates to 

ushers, and other tasks as seen fit by the priest or acolyte warden. 

 We have continued this liturgical role with a renewed sense of worship through continuous 

renewal of new Acolytes.  We are delighted to welcome Chris Dodson, Katja Schroder, and John 

Lowry to this important liturgical Office. 

 We are still looking for a set of Acolyte candles which would be a welcome addition to our 

liturgical furniture.  Please speak to the Rector if you would like to donate. 

 Advent Garden 

 It has a mysterious Scottish origin arriving at St John’s after crossing continents.  Its humble 

beginning in 2002 remains a special feature of this simple spiritual event.  Our thanks to Sheena 

Butler and the team for making this a real occasion of spiritual awakening and solemn preparation 

for the Feast of Nativity. This remains an event of tranquil beginning to the Liturgical Year, on 

Advent Sunday.  We are now blessed with a wider team to continue this observance.  And our 

thanks to those who provide soup and bread and make the setting up of the garden, a real fun. 

Apple Auction 

 The annual apple auction at the Harvest Lunch goes from strength to strength giving us 

much delight in God’s goodness and at the same time raising funds for good causes.  Proceeds 

from the auction this year is dedicated to the Dean’s appeal for St Andrew’s Cathedral restoration 

and John Bishop Mission Hospital in Kashmir appeal towards the flood relief. 

 We remember with thanksgiving, Mrs Betty Christie who was enthusiastic about the Apple 

Auction who is now in a nursing home, poorly. 

Arts & Crafts Festival 

 The team which organised the Arts &Crafts Festival in 2010 managed to repeat it in 2014, 

successfully.  This year, the event generated more creativity and action, the impact of which still 

continues.  Our thanks to Sheena Butler for coordinating and all who supported her investing 

energy and creativity and took active part in the event. 
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Autumn Fair 

 This annual event this year was another blessed moment in the life of St John’s, thanks to 

Audrey Masson and the team for making it another successful event and raising funds to support 

the ongoing work.  On Saturday the 26th of October 2014 we welcomed a number of people into the 

hall for coffee and tea and raised over £700 for the Church funds.  The Vestry feels that this annual 

event needs new energy to make it more than a congregational fundraiser, in the future. 

Baptisms 

 We had one infant baptism this year of Michael Hikey.  We await the baptism of young 

Master Dunn.  It is a joy to be able to welcome people into the family of God.  It is blessing to be 

able to welcome people into the grace of God offered in Christ Jesus. 

Bell ringers 

 The Acolytes, Servers and the odd Priest continue this joyful service of Proclamation to the 

neighbouring community around St John’s that we remember them in prayers saying, ‘Kyrie 

Elison’.  Bell ringing at St John’s has been a rich tradition and Allan Sr. had fulfilled this service 

faithfully for a long time.   

 We are delighted to have David Shaw who is our dedicated Bell Ringer.  David rings the 

bell on Wednesdays from 7.15pm to 7.30pm while people in the church pray the Stations of the 

Cross.  Processing the Cross of Christ into the homes of people around St John’s is our evangelism, 

the Proclamation of the Good News.  We hope David would be here on Sundays to fulfil his duty 

in due course. 

Bereavement Support 

 St John’s suffered a significant loss in 2014 with two children of St John’s departed 

prematurely.  Please continue to remember the bereaved in your prayers. 

There are a number of formal and informal occasions to explore the experience of bereavement.  

Please note that the Rector and a few experienced people are available to offer support to people 

who are journeying through bereavement.  Nothing is too small or simple in the human experience 

in times of loss and grief.  Please do not hesitate to ask for accompaniment in this often lonely 

journey. 

Bereavement is not exclusive to death.  Any form of loss is an occasion for bereavement.  It is a 

blessing to have suitable accompaniment. 

Bishop’s visitation 

 We continue to thank God for Robert our Bishop, for his energy and enthusiasm for prayer, 

spirituality and evangelism.  We are blessed by his passion for Christian Outreach and church 

growth.   

 Bishop Robert’s encouragement and support in the witness of St John’s in the city centre of 

Aberdeen continues to grow.  His commitment to highlight the service of hospitality offered in this 

church continues to reach beyond the confines of this city. 

 During his visitation, his preaching and the manner of his celebration of the Eucharist 

inspired many of our young people at St John’s.  We are truly indebted to his prayers, 



 

6 
 

encouragement and support to St John’s and the diocese.  We look forward to his visitations in the 

coming year for confirmation of more people in Christian journey. 

Breakfast – St John’s Scholasticate  

 The breakfast meeting between the 9am and 11am service is called St John’s Scholasticate. 

Jakub Zbrzezny who is our resident Greek Scholar unpacks the Gospel of the Day highlighting 

significant points arising from textual issues and their history in the church. 

 The Scholasticate is open to all and will meet only during University term time.  We are 

grateful to Andrew Simpson, Philippa Morton, Brian Holden, Jakub Zbrzezny and others, for their 

generous support in making this possible. 

Burns Supper 

 This annual social event at St John’s remains a point of grounding in Scottish rich heritage. 

Our thanks to the Home Team – Audrey Masson, Pat Foster, Lorna Andersen and Amu Poobalan 

for catering and to the knife wielding Dorothy Taylor and the ever fearful Tom Ferguson for the 

annual entertainment over the three legged Haggis.  This year, it was an ecumenical affair when 

our neighbour the Revd John McNeil of the Methodist Church entertained us with music. 

Café Fairtrade 

 Tuesday morning Fairtrade Café continues to meet at the Cheyne Lounge every week, come 

rain or shine!  This remains one of St John’s hubs for views, news and prayer.  Brain teasing with 

crossword puzzle, reminiscence of the stories of Aberdeen, phrases and verses of the North East, 

exchange of news and views are all part of this weekly gathering.   

Our sincere thanks to all those who generously give of their time in sustaining this gathering.  There 

are occasional visitors, but on the main, this is a St John’s family social, and a very effective one at 

that.  The Café musical, ‘wee three loons fae Torry ana’ remains a dream.  Please talk to the Rector 

if you can help take this forward. 

Café Nero Church 

 The Café Nero fellowship began when regular meetings for Morning Prayer began in the 

Restored St John’s at Advent 2005.  People who belong to other ‘faith communities’ and none form 

part of this fellowship.  Friendship and Conversations are at the heart and range from philosophy, 

theology, technology, current affairs, church worship and planning K2 Fellowship meals.   

This is another network of care and support to many people who are in the wider circle of St John’s.  

The Diocese recognises this event as a Café Church and the Bishop continues to lend his support. 

Choir 

 During the latter part of 2013, our dear Director of Music and Organist, Lesley 

Milne was forced, on health grounds, to stand down from her role, and we were 

fortunate in being able to have David Ferguson available to step into the breach, with 

Sheena Butler ever ready and willing to stand in for David when his other commitments 

restricted his availability. 



 

7 
 

Our small band of Choristers, namely, Audrey Masson, Fiona Ferguson, Edwina Clark, 

Sarah- Jane Bennison, Pippa Simpson, together with Choir Warden, Bob Allan, continue 

to enrich Worship at St. John’s through their musical talents, loyalty and dedication. We 

are always on the lookout for new recruits to the Choir, be they Soprano, Alto, Tenor or 

Bass voices, and there is no waiting list or rigorous audition as a pre-requisite to joining 

our team; just a lot of enthusiasm for music, an ability to sing and stay in tune!!!. 

It is worthy of mention here that, at the Rector’s request, the Hymns for Choral Worship 

are selected and recommended by the Choir Warden, and if anyone in the Congregation 

should have a wish for a particular hymn or hymns to be sung on any occasion, they should 

please speak to Bob Allan accordingly. 

Choral Evensong 

 Once an essential part in the spiritual life of St John’s is now rarely rehearsed!  Singing 

Psalms and Canticles have been part of Christian worship for centuries which we hope will be 

revived and renewed, not only for the sake of Tradition but as a means of sustaining life and make 

it an instrument of evangelism.  Please explore the possibility of singing Choral Evensong, with a 

member of the choir or the vestry. 

Christmas Dinner 

 Christmas Dinner 2013 hit the national news when people heard about St John’s hospitality 

to neighbours and those in the margins.  We are grateful  to our MP Dame Anne Begg for her 

encouragement in organising funding for the event and her words of encouragement. 

There were over 70 people at this meal and one of the highlights of this year’s party was the 

cupcakes from Elma.   This has become an annual event and we are grateful to Lorna Andersen, 

Amu Poobalan, Tony Broderick, Sheila Milne, Eleanor Mondul, Anita Cathmoir and few others 

who make it possible and most enjoyable. 

Confirmation Course 

 Brian Holden, Jane Hyde, Catherine Young and Elizabeth Poobalan were confirmed at 

Whitsun 2014 after they met with the Rector on a few occasions to explore their own particular 

journey towards this significant moment. 

 A new set of Confirmation Course will be organised once again in the new year to explore 

Christian life in the contemporary world.  The course will be open to all and can be organised 

around a mutually agreed time and place.  Those who wish to explore the history and theology in 

the Scottish Episcopal Church, please contact the Confirmation Course Coordinator, Mr Chris 

Dodson. 

Christmas Cards  

 The handmade Christmas cards are no longer available as we no longer have the creative 

team.  If anyone is inspired to gather people for some creative activity especially on Thursday 

afternoons when the church hall is available, please talk to one of the Vestry members. 
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Cloister Restoration Project 

 The Cloister Restoration project remains a challenge.  In the course of the year, a team from 

RGU Scott Southerland School of Architecture came to our project site to explore the idea and to 

involve students.  However, it transpired that the project is big for a first year student and too small 

for a final year student and hence they were unable to take it forward.  We hope to resume 

conversations with the architect in the new year. 

In the meantime we continue to pursue the idea of the Cloister which would incorporate elements 

of history, education, symbolism and interfaith relations.  All this will be brought under the theme 

of hospitality called the ‘Tent of Abraham.’ 

Composer in Residence 

 St John’s is blessed with a Composer in Residence in Lorraine Arthur.  Lorraine had 

composed another special item for Easter 2014 with joyful sounds.  We are indebted to Lorraine 

and Eric Arthurs commitment. 

Compline 

 The Scottish Prayer Book service of Night Prayers is sung on the first Sunday of the year 

and First Monday of each month thereafter.  The Rector shares these prayers with those who are 

terminally ill in hospitals, nursing homes and those in palliative care. 

Cyrenians 

 Homelessness remains a challenge in Aberdeen, a place untouched by the turmoil of 

recession.  It is hard to fathom this incongruity but that does not stop us from responding with 

compassion.  A steady flow of non-perishable goods had been passed on to the charity regularly 

through your generosity throughout the year and special gifts in Shoe Boxes are collected at 

Christmas.  Our thanks to Pat Foster for her dedication and commitment in keeping this vital 

ministry alive.  Our Harvest Thanksgiving collections were passed on to the Food Bank and the 

fresh vegetables were turned into delicious soup and served on Friday nights at the Vigils. 

Deeside Choristers 

 It is always a joy to welcome the Deeside Choristers at St John’s to sing Choral Evensong 

and Compline.  This year we were blessed once again with the joy of welcoming new members to 

the Choristers.  St John’s is glad to accommodate DC Library in the bell tower.  We hope to see and 

hear more of them in the coming liturgical year at St John’s.  We hope the emerging collaboration 

between the Resident Choir and the Choristers would generate mutual energy in worship and 

fellowship. 

Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney 

 We are proud to be part of the Diocese of Aberdeen and Orkney ably led by our Bishop, the 

Rt Revd Dr Robert A Gillies.  The rich heritage of this diocese and its history goes back to the origins 

of Christian faith in these islands of Great Britain.  The richness of this diocese is evident when we 

travel around the world where the work of missionaries from this part of Scotland have done 

transformative work.  Besides, people from this diocese have made significant contribution to 

liturgy and theology.  And St John’s made impact on the world recently when it extended welcome 
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to our Islamic neighbours.  This diocese is the home of Anglican Communion and may it remain a 

home of the God of hospitality and peace. 

Director of Music and Organist 

 We are blessed to have had the support and help of Bob Allan, David Ferguson and Sheena 

Butler to help us with hymns and music in our worship. It is a team effort which covers the role of 

a Director of Music and Organist. 

Easyfundraising @ easyfundraising.org.uk 

 Easy fundraising is a means of generating funds for the church as you spend online.  

Through commitment and encouragement by Sheila Milne we finally have this on St John’s Church 

Website.  All those who shop online could use this link while shopping.  

Please visit St John’s website, click on the logo on the home page and follow the directions.  Once 

registered, all retailers subscribing to this process will contribute some money in to the church in 

proportion to your spending.  It will cost you absolutely nothing and the church benefits from your 

spending online. 

Ecumenism – Crown Churches 

 The Revd John McNeil at Crown Terrace Methodist Church and the Revd Gary Smith at the 

Baptist Church are good partners in the ministry and mission of the church in the Crown Street 

area. 

We continue with conversations between the three EMU churches in Aberdeen.  EMU Agreement 

was made in January 2010 between the Scottish Episcopal Church, Methodist Church in Scotland 

and the United Reformed Church in Scotland with EMU standing for Episcopal, Methodist and 

United Reformed. 

A draft Agreement document was circulated among members of the three churches concerned with 

a view to signing a memorandum of understanding to enable the three congregations to work more 

closely in worship and outreach.  However, the Crown Terrace Methodist Church felt unprepared 

to enter into conversations. 

Elderly & House bound 

 The number of people receiving communion at home or hospital continues to average at 

about 8 a month.  It is always a joy and a privilege to be able to share with someone who gave 

generously of themselves in their age.   

 A small Pastoral Visiting Team continues to visit people at home.  Our thanks to Audrey 

Masson, Pat Foster, Lorna Andersen and Sheena Butler for their share in this vital ministry.  We 

are also grateful to all those who visit members of the church informally.  This is an emerging area 

of need in the country as more people live longer.  Kindly remember this in your prayers and 

suggest ways of coordinating our work more effectively. 

Fairtrade Stall 

 Fairtrade goods are no longer the shy response of the church to poverty in the Third World.  

It is a global movement challenging the prevailing trends of the market forces.  
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 We are delighted that most supermarkets now stock Fairtrade goods.  Does this give St 

John’s, an opportunity to explore something more adventurous?  We are still waiting for new 

ideas! 

Family Prayers 

 A few families of St John’s gather for prayers on Sunday evenings at the homes of the 

Brocks’ and Michael Mawson and Ruth Wivell’s.  These are open gatherings and if people wish to 

join these prayers, please talk to one of the families involved. 

Festival of Lights – Candlemas 

 The annual celebration of the Festival of Lights is marked at St John’s with a vigil on the 

Friday night before the first Sunday in February.  The intension of the vigil is peace and people 

may choose to keep the vigil as sponsored sleep out for a charity. 

This joyful but poignant event is also the occasion when those active at St John’s celebrate their 

work and reaffirm their commitment.  In February 2015 Arthur Stewart and his band will perform 

at St John’s in aid of Aberdeen Vellore Exchange Fund which supports the work of the Mission 

Hospital in Vellore. 

Flower Ladies 

 This faithful group continues this ministry quietly in the background.  We are grateful to 

Audrey Masson, Rhoda Pithie, Pat Foster, Edwina Clark and others for their diligence in preparing 

the church for worship. 

The team organises flower festivals and make special flower arrangements at major festivals and 

special occasions.  Our thanks to all those who give generously towards this ministry of great 

beauty.  We hope to acknowledge special dedications in the future and thank all those who make 

these special memorial dedications at an anniversary.  

Free Will Offertory 

 This remains the main channel of giving at St John’s, where most people give weekly 

through FWO envelopes and some through Direct Debit.  We are deeply indebted to Lesley Milne 

for continuing with this responsibility. 

There is a wide range of giving, some in proportion to their income and others the same, 

unchanging.  Please pray and give generously for the work of God which reaches far beyond what 

is seen.  The recommended giving according to the scriptures is one tenth of everything that God 

gives.  The model we are given is none other than our Lord who gave himself, totally.  It is good 

intentions that hinder us from giving.  May God help us to respond generously and in proportion 

to God’s blessings we receive? 

Friends of Vellore – AVE Annual Dinner 

 Each year, between Christmas and New Year, an evening of thanksgiving, fellowship over 

an Indian Curry and entertainment is held in the church and hall in aid of a Christian Medical 

College Hospital in Vellore, South India. 

 The Rector and Amu his wife trained in this hospital.  This link had given the congregation 

a greater commitment to support.  The Aberdeen Vellore Exchange (AVE) link supports a slum 
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development project on the outskirts of Vellore.  Aberdeen is committed to raising one third of 

£25,000 project of which we have fulfilled our commitment, thanks mainly to St John’s.  There are 

new projects lined up, so please continue your support to this vital ministry. 

Fundraising events 

 The Cloister and hall restoration project was launched at Whitsuntide 2011.  The energy 

and enthusiasm generated at that launch still lingers.  We have come a long way, thanks to your 

energy, commitment and enthusiasm. 

 We have achieved a lot by the grace of God and with sheer determination and hard work 

in realising the vision God has given us.  We have nearly raised and used a million pounds in seven 

years in restoring the life of the congregation and our rich heritage in history, art and architecture.  

There is one final project to complete.  Fundraising has become a way of life at St John’s and you 

play a significant part. 

Funerals 

 The year 2014 has been another year of loss at St John’s with a few of our longstanding 

members passing away.  We were deeply saddened to bid farewell to Susan Crossan, Nina Troy, 

Henry Arthur, Nellie Kerr, Bella Adam, Beatrice McDonald and Stuart Kerr.  

 We pray their souls may rest in peace and rise in glory.  We continue to remember in our 

prayers those who continue to grieve the loss of their loved ones, prematurely. 

Gardens – Cloister 

 St John’s Garden team led by Tom Ferguson and supported faithfully by Eric Arthur, 

Eleanor Mondul, Kathleen Taylor and Ruth Wivell had worked hard to maintain the gardens.  

While Pat Jones recovers from her many falls, we are grateful to Tom & the Team for keeping the 

Gardens in good condition. 

 The Memorial Garden outside the Cloister had been a pleasure to watch this year from the 

comfort of Patrick Cheyne hall, given another beautiful summer. 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

 The joy of being a pilgrim at St John’s is the excellent sense of and deep commitment to 

hospitality and fellowship we extend to one another and especially to our guests.  The annual 

celebration of Harvest Thanksgiving involves special celebration of Eucharist, excellent lunch and 

a light entertainment with auction. 

The team that puts the lunch together continue to excel year on year and the Apple Auction is ever 

more profitable.  The quality of the company this year was such that we raised over £200 for six 

‘Rectory Apples’ infused with prayer, music and special blessings. 

Higher Education Fund 

 St John’s commitment to supporting women from deprived background in India and parts 

of Africa, remains.  Although no particular person was funded this year, we made contributions 

towards the education of girls in rural South India.   
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 In the Summer of this year, the Rector visited John Bishop Memorial Hospital in Kashmir, 

India.  We have been asked to consider funding a Medical Doctor for two years which would cost 

£100 a month for two years. 

 

Holy Communion at 9.00am 

 The weekly gathering remains in good heart and the spirituality is a true reflection of 

Christian discipleship and the beauty of Anglican Worship.   

Holy Qurbana 

 Holy Qurbana is the Sung Eucharist of the Orthodox Church of the East with its roots in the 

Malabar coast of India.  There is a small but faithful Marthoma (St Thomas) community in 

Aberdeen which meets for Holy Qurbana, once a month on the Saturday before second Sunday.   

 We are delighted to be able to support this small but faithful community in prayer.  The 

worship is primarily in Malayalam language but is open for all to join in.  A small offering is 

received on each occasion from this gathering towards lighting and heating. 

Homily 

 We are blessed with a set of good preachers at St John’s.  It was sad to say good bye to 

Matthew Burdett during the past year.  However, we are blessed with a new set of gifted 

preachers in Michael Mawson and Andrew Simpson, Brian Brock, Ruth Wivell and other 

occasional preachers.  We look forward to others who are committed to the ministry of 

proclamation and pray they too will preach in due course. 

Hospitality 

 Hospitality is at the heart of St John’s, a true reflection of being God’s people.  It is this 

aspect of St John’s which draws people to join in the worship and other aspects of church life.  This 

is now being extended visibly through K2 fellowship, Soup and Vigil on Fridays, Christmas Dinner 

and other social events.  May God grant us grace to widen this vision of being a community of 

hospitality in a society of lonely people? 

Home Communion 

 Home Communion proclaims the sacramental unity of the church militant, church 

reconciling and the church transcendent.  House Communion as the Last Rite continues to 

dominate the minds of some people who are poorly informed.  Some see it as ‘preserve’ for life 

everlasting often a misunderstanding of one of the Scottish Liturgies.  The basic purpose of House 

Communion is to recall our Saviour’s tokens of love and rejoice in the benefits of it.   

 Please feel free to recommend this to those who are housebound or hospitalised. This is not 

an opt out for those who are not committed to Sunday Church worship. 

 The number of people who receive holy communion at home each month remains 

unchanged.  Please remember this ministry in your prayers.  We hope to train people for Lay 

Eucharistic ministry in the coming year. 
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Icons in worship 

 Over the years we have inherited a few copies of icons at St John’s.  The icons have entered 

the fabric of St John’s worship effectually.  The warm relationship between the Eastern Orthodox 

church and the church in Scotland goes back many centuries.  The Scottish Episcopal Church has 

had this affinity throughout its history.  It is good to be able to incorporate this ancient art form in 

our worship.  

 The paper posters of Icons are losing their quality and we hope to acquire real icons in the 

future.  Please talk to the Rector if you feel inspired to donate an Icon.  We need four Icons, the Icon 

of Trinity, the Blessed Virgin Mary & the child, the Lord and the fellowship of saints. 

Intercessors 

 Prayers of Intercession are at the very heart Christian life and worship and it is more so at 

St John’s. We know too well our reliance on the grace of God in prayer.  In this ministry we share 

in the very priesthood of Christ.  The commitment and discipline of the team of intercessors at St 

John’s reflect our understanding of this truth.   

 We are grateful to Lorna Andersen, Audrey Masson, Tom Ferguson, Andrew Simpson, 

Stephanie Brock, Sarah-Jane Bennison, and others who take active part in this ministry and ask for 

God’s blessings upon them.  There is always room for people to share in this ministry and keep it 

fresh.  Kindly talk to Audrey Masson who draws up the intercession rota if you would like to be 

involved in this ministry. 

 The balance of consistency and relevance is a key in the preparation of intercessions.  The 

Lord’s prayer gives us the best framework.  Reading through the lessons set for the Sunday gives 

us a theme to work on.  Our thanks all our intercessors who invest time and effort into such 

preparation and make it excellent offering. 

Interfaith  

 St John’s Church, Aberdeen is recognised nationally and internationally as a beacon of hope 

in the area of interfaith relations.  The Bishop recognises our efforts as a Diocesan representation.  

Let us hope it is transformed into a movement for peace and harmony.  Please continue in your 

prayers for peace as we face increasing fragmentation in society fuelled by fear. 

 St John’s was pushed to the headlines in Scotland and beyond for our extraordinary 

relationship with our Islamic neighbours at the mosque.  In the past year, the Independent 

newspaper supplement published an article on places of worship with global significance and the 

Rector was sent a copy as St John’s Church, Aberdeen was included as one of six. 

Invitation Sunday 

 St John’s has a reputation for being a welcoming congregation.  Our hospitality is known 

and regarded as the best example of Christian love.  However, our ability to invite people to 

worship at St John’s remains a major challenge. This requires confession, conversion and coaching. 

 We are successful in building projects and fundraising.  This success needs to be converted 

into congregation building projects and attendance raising.  The next seven years of what remains 

of Vision 2020 should focus on building our congregation.  Our prayer intention for the next six 
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years will be ‘Invitation’.  We invite people to something that we love most.  We love things that 

are precious and beautiful.  We have made our church precious and beautiful.  We are in the process 

of making our worship precious and beautiful.  We have made a good start.  May God help us to 

complete it – in six years! 

King Whitsun of St John’s 

 Most visitors to St John’s get curious about the little white bear who sits above the pulpit 

overlooking the preacher.  This is King Whitsun of St John’s who remains in the church watching 

and praying with all who come in and go out.  He was conceived of by young people at St John’s 

as our mascot and the hope is that each person who visits St John’s will be inspired to be a Whitsun 

person, a person truly touched by the Holy Spirit of God and live like the one who was conceived 

of the Holy Spirit – even Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Koinonia – K2 

 The K2 meal began as a response to the need for a community of people who otherwise feel 

alone.  In November 2014 we celebrated the 5th Anniversary of K2 Fellowship meals. 

 Five years ago when it began, there were about twenty people.  Now the numbers have 

gone up to fifty people and we meet in various venues.  In the past four years we have met over 40 

occasions with an average of forty people gathering on each occasion. It is shaped by fellowship, 

prayers around a meal, once a month. 

 People travel from far and wide to be here, come rain or shine, for prayer, fellowship and 

friendship.  It is a privilege that God us blessed us with this gift. 

Lectors – Readers 

 Public reading of the Scripture is at the core of Anglican worship.  It is good to see Lectors 

make much effort in being clear, legible and audible.  This reflects our value of the Scriptures in 

worship and we hope to maintain the standard.  Thank God for those make an effort and read well 

and pray that those who are trying will improve. 

 Standards of Public Reading of the Scripture at St John’s is exemplary and commendable.  

Legendary readers like John Harwood is inspirational to readers and hearers alike.  May God 

continue to bless us in this this joyful proclamation of the Word. 

Leprosy Mission, Scotland 

 St John’s continues to support this charity through sale of tickets, baking and participation 

in their events.  Our thanks to Pat Foster and her able assistant, Elizabeth Poobalan for their direct 

and effective approach. 

 Please remember the words of our Lord, what you do unto the least of these, you do unto 

me.  Thank you for your support. 

Liturgies @ St John’s 

 St John’s is rich in history, art, architecture and liturgy.  This is what makes St John’s, 

dynamic and versatile.  The liturgy developed at our Wednesday Taizé Eucharist has gained 
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international interest and recognition.  The healing efficacy of this liturgy transcends our ability to 

develop anything of value or significance.  We hope to continue to explore and develop it further. 

 Our new Sunday Liturgy proves to be popular and powerful.  We have the bishop’s 

blessings on it.  If you have views or suggestions on our practice of Liturgy, please pass them on to 

the Rector or a member of the Vestry. 

Marginalised – Homeless 

 Ministry in the margins has been the vocation of the Scottish Episcopal Church since the 

Reformation.  The revolutions in the church order between Presbyterianism and Episcopalian way 

resulted in the Episcopal Church pushed to the margins.  The congregation of St John’s was 

conceived in the margins, born in the exile, remained as refugees and homeless for nearly two 

centuries and now seek to be a voice in the wilderness.  Every effort to regard ourselves as 

established and seeking security in our buildings and pews is contrary to our unique call to be a 

pilgrim people journeying towards our eternal homes in Christ our Lord.  Consider his birth, life 

and death!  He is our God and we as his people seek to live such lives and hence our unique call! 

Every aspect of the life at St John’s reflects this call to ministry in the margins.  Deeside Choristers, 

K2 Fellowship, Bethany Care Trust, Aberdeen Cyrenians and the Mosque are our partners in this 

ministry.  Our plans for the Cloister Project will consolidate our vocation and vision.  Please pray 

that we will be faithful to our calling. 

Marmalade sale 

 St John’s Marmalade - sweet and sour, thin or thick cut, nourishing and good for health!  

The sale of Marmalade at the back of the church generates steady income.  It reflects life at St John’s 

to some extent!   

 Our sincere thanks to Anita Cathmore for the steady supply of good quality marmalade.  In 

response to our appeal last year, Anita gently and quietly stepped into the breach.  We pray for 

God’s blessings upon her in this generous deed. 

Ministry of Sound 

 The sound system at St John’s had been a pleasure to use in the past year.  We are grateful 

to our young Sound Engineer Michael Poobalan for his commitment to managing the sound. 

Ministry Team 

 There are many people who share in Ministry in different forms.  A Sunday worship which 

lasts for about an hour involves several hours of careful preparation by many people.  We thank 

God for each one of us who is involved in preparing the church and taking responsibility for 

different roles in worship.  We are grateful to Revd Tom Andersen who offers his wealth of learning 

and experience very generously and for the team of preachers who have transformed the 

experience of worship immeasurably. 

 The number of people involved in ministry continues to grow and let us pray that we will 

be able to reach out to more people as God continues to bless us. 
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Morning Prayer 

 We meet at 8.30am on Wednesdays and Fridays for prayer and fellowship.  This provides 

for an excellent spiritual discipline and at the same time moving St John’s in directions which is 

beyond all our thoughts, inspirations and efforts.  Prayers requested in the Red Book are offered 

up on Sunday mornings as well as at other worship events.  Friday morning prayer extends into 

time for fellowship at Café Nero.  This is an open space for prayer and fellowship.  Please feel free 

to join whenever possible. 

Neighbours at the Mosque 

 The Crown Terrace Mosque is our Interfaith Partner.  We have travelled far in our interfaith 

relations and have become an icon in promoting peace through cooperation and respect, 

internationally. 

 This must be of God’s gracious providence to bless St John’s and challenge it in its vocation 

in being a neighbour.  The generous supply of food at K2 meals and other fundraising events from 

members of the mosque to the church is a sign of the kingdom.  Please pray for God’s wisdom in 

working collaboratively with our neighbours at the Mosque. 

 Part of St John’s halls are leased out to the mosque long term.  St John’s hall restoration is a 

major benefit from this arrangement. 

Offertory 

 The core aspect of our worship is the offering of ourselves to God.  This is often 

misunderstood as putting some money into the collection bag.  While it is an expression of our 

worship, what is offered are the tokens of God’s love in the bread and in the wine to which we add 

our substance.  It is an affirmation that we offer to God what is essentially God’s.  And what we 

offer to God is nothing less than our very own being.  This essential truth is symbolised when our 

young people bring forward the elements of bread and wine and offer them at the altar.  We are 

grateful to Elizabeth Poobalan, Adam, Caleb and Agnes Brock for their faithfulness in this symbolic 

and central part of our worship.  We eagerly await the service of Lawrence in the near future. 

Outing  

 Our annual event organised by Tom Ferguson and sponsored by the Vestry is retaining its 

popularity.  We enjoyed a historic trip to Glamis Castle this summer.  The content of the tour was 

most enjoyable.  High Tea afterwards in Edzell was a bonus.  Our thanks to Tom, once again for 

organising this trip.  Watch the space for our next venture trip! 

Pewspaper 

 Published weekly, this contains the outline of worship, weekly prayers, programme and 

notices.  This is made possible through the intelligence of the Rectory computer and copier, the cost 

of which continues to rise. 

 If you feel inspired to sponsor a month, send a cheque or make an offertory in a marked 

envelope ‘Pewspaper’.  £20 pounds would cover the cost of one Sundays Pewspaper. 
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Pilgrims – New at St John’s 

 We are delighted, once again, to welcome a number of people who recently joined St John’s 

family and are entering gradually into its life, worship and history.  May God continue to bless our 

growth in numbers and fellowship? 

 If you are new at St John’s and would like to get more involved in the life of the 

congregation, please talk to the Rector or a Vestry member.  You are very welcome to the family of 

St John’s.  May God continue to bless your spiritual journey and keep you as a source of blessing 

in and through St John’s. 

Rectory 

 The Rectory remains a place of hospitality, thanks to your full share in the life of the Rectory. 

The vestry meets regularly at the Rectory and the congregation gathers annually at the beginning 

of Lent and for a summer event.  

 Our thanks to Brian Middleton and Pat Jones who help keep the Rectory garden tidy and 

beautiful.  The Rectory is an invaluable asset to the mission of St John’s.  May God keep it a place 

of blessing?  

RGU Chaplaincy 

 The Rector continues as the Chaplain among students at the Robert Gordon University.  

There was another successful Fresher’s welcome event at the beginning of the academic year.  

Weekly prayer meetings are held at Garthdee Campus.  

 As part of this responsibility, the Rector conducts weddings, counsels students and staff 

and leads workshops on Spirituality.   Please remember this vital ministry in your prayers.  All this 

made possible through the generous support of St John’s. 

Rubislaw Care Home ministry 

 The Rector, well supported by Sheena Butler continues to minister at the Rubislaw care 

home once in two months.  The half hour service brings joy and hope to many who are house 

bound.  We are grateful to Lesley for her generous help in this outreach in the community. 

Sacred Space 

 St John’s continues in its commitment to be a Sacred Space in the city centre for people to 

retreat and be renewed.  As one of our original purposes for restoring the church building, this 

focus has developed into different forms.  Taizé Eucharist on Wednesday evenings is a prime 

example where people are able to come anonymously and be blessed by God in the singing, silence 

and sacraments.   

 Since September 2014 we have been holding Vigils on Friday nights from 6.30pm and 

Vespers on Saturday nights from 6pm and the monthly Holy Qurbana.  It is a blessing to have a 

quiet space in the city centre for prayer and peace.  Please pray for God’s continued blessing upon 

St John’s and all we are blessed to do. 
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Scottish Indian Night 

The Scottish Indian night was held this year at Holburn South Church Hall.  Youngsters from 

Aberdeen Music School performed high quality music.  We raised over £500, thanks to the generous 

support of many members of St John’s.  The funds will continue transform lives in furthest parts of 

our world.  Our thanks to Tom Ferguson for organising the music and John Montgomery for the 

sound system. 

Secretary to the Vestry 

 In a moment of crisis when the Vestry was in need of a Secretary, Sheena Butler very kindly 

agreed to help.  The Vestry and the congregation as a whole is deeply indebted to Sheena for 

stepping into the breach again and making life most enjoyable at St John’s.  We thank God for her 

quiet but extraordinary generosity and ask for God’s blessings up on her, Brian and the family. 

Servers Guild  

 St John’s is blessed with a committed team of Servers led by Tom Ferguson which 

incorporates Tony Broderick, Andrew Simpson, Jakub Zbrzezny, Chris Dodson, Katja Schroder 

and John Lowry in undertaking the privilege of serving at the altar with such enthusiasm and 

quietness.  Worship in St John's has been enhanced and enriched by their presence and we look 

forward to continued blessings. 

 The Guild meets monthly on the first Monday for fellowship and Compline.  Our thanks to 

Tom for prayerful leadership. 

Shrove Tuesday 

 A solemn beginning to Lent on Ash Wednesday is preceded by Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

and Mulled Wine party at the Rectory.  The highlight of the evening is our annual Silent Auction.  

Thanks to the hospitality at the Rectory and the generosity of the dealers, we always do well with 

this fun fundraiser. 

Sides Persons 

 It is good to have the friendly welcome at the door each week, thanks to David Imray who 

is present, come rain or shine to give out Prayer Books and set the Hymn Board.  We thank God 

for Giordano Bernardis and Niall Ferguson who assist David with the offertory. 

Silent Auction 

 Each year, at our Shrove Tuesday Pancake and Mulled Wine party, people bring in good 

quality unwanted gifts and presents to be auctioned off and the proceeds split between St John’s 

charitable activities and our associate charities. 

 Each year we raise around £500 and most importantly, the fun of bidding against each 

other is phenomenal.  The star item this year was a 25 years old Special Edition Malt Whisky.  

Our sincere thanks to Betts Walker who donated it and congratulations to Mark Walker who 

made a very generous contribution towards it. 

Social events 

 Many people at St John’s give generously of their time and energy in making these events 

possible.  Our thanks to all who contribute generously with your time, talent and money.  Every 
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social occasion opens up doors to people to experience St John’s.  Please continue to maintain this 

level of events throughout the year. 

St John’s Walkers 

 The monthly event continues to be a great source of physical fitness with spiritual 

nourishment and fellowship.  Our thanks to Tom Ferguson for organising the walks and good 

weather, on most occasions.  The list of places we go are endless and it is far and wide.  This year, 

on one occasion, the group walked non-stop for over 12 hours, lost!  When they were found, they 

were treated with the most beautiful Scottish hospitality!!  Thanks to our mystery hosts!! 

 

St Peter’s Church, Torry 

 The church building is continued to be put to excellent use by the Jesus House Torry 

Church.  The Trustees of the JHT approached the Trustees of St John’s to acquire the property for 

their exclusive use.  The Diocesan Trustees and the Trustees of the property have successfully 

completed the transaction.  There are ideas being explored to maintain an Episcopal presence in 

Torry.  At the invitation of the Old Torry Community Centre, we hope to commence regular 

prayers in their rooms. 

Stepping Stones 

 We are grateful to all who continue to contribute through Stepping Stones giving.  The 

funds donated through this process pay for the maintenance of the building.  In the past year, 

besides the completion of the hall, we have made several maintenance work, thanks to your 

generosity.   

 Charity fatigue is a myth and those who suffer from hoarding deny the basic Christian 

tenant ‘O Lord, all the world belongs to you’.  Responsible stewardship is the key and the Vestry 

of St John’s is exceptionally good at it.  We refuse to waste money and we do not believe in self-

indulgence.  Freely received and we freely give.  We believe and so we serve, generously. 

Study Group 

 St John’s Bible Study group continues to meet once a month except during Lent and Advent 

to enable people explore the seasonal themes.  Hospitality is the key in this collective learning 

process.  Open mind and generous heart grounded on sound reasoning shape our discussions.  This 

framework enables us to hear the Word of God with courage, confidence and compassion and 

inspire us to serve the living God. 

 Our thanks to Tom Ferguson for coordinating this ministry.  We continue to study Genesis 

which proves to be popular with over 20 people attending on one occasion.  Lorna Andersen plays 

a significant role alongside Tom Ferguson in encouraging this fellowship. 

Sunday School 

 It is hard to believe that there was no mention of Sunday School in the previous Glossary 

and yet we are blessed with revival of Sunday School thanks to the commitment and hard work of 

Lorna Andersen, Sheena Butler and Ruth Wivell.  The bulk of the responsibility falls on Lorna and 

we are deeply indebted to her commitment and enthusiasm. 
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 We are also blessed by the encouragement of our Diocesan Officer for Family Ministry, 

Stephanie Brock and hope to develop the work further. 

Sung Eucharist at 11am 

 The sung Eucharist at 11am is a good example of how versatile the Episcopalians in 

Scotland are both historically and presently.  The liturgy used during the Summer of 2012 sourced 

from parts of the Anglican communion proved to be very popular that we continue to use 

regularly.  The Liturgy is made beautiful through the musical setting called ‘the Mass of the Angels 

and Saints’ by Janco.  True worship is not mere Liturgy and Music but the beauty of encounter 

between God and God’s people.  David and the Choir make it truly beautiful. 

No wonder this community continues to grow in faith and numbers.  May God bless and prosper 

all our efforts and expand the kingdom. 

Taizé Eucharist 

 The Taizé Eucharist is now established as a place of tranquillity and worship and known 

throughout Aberdeen.  Three other churches in town had decided to follow suite and start up 

similar worship, a Roman Catholic Church, a Church of Scotland and one of our of our own use 

the form of Liturgy similar to ours.  This is very encouraging and may God continue to bless this 

ministry. 

 We are grateful to John Montgomery, Amu Poobalan and Kathleen Taylor who set up the 

space and lead us in worship.  Lorna Andersen, Sarah Jane Bennison, Marian Cowie and Brian 

Holden assist with chalice and lead us in meditation.  A new singing group is now well established 

enhancing the worship further. 

Tea Point 

 A new feature of the hospitality at St John’s is the Tea Point.  A team of volunteers make 

this a real experience of welcome.  We are grateful to Eleanor Mondul, John Montgomery, Lorna 

Andersen & Amu Poobalan at Taizé, Audrey Masson & Jessie Ferguson on Sundays and the 

Fairtrade Café hosts for making and good use of it. 

Treasurer 

 We are deeply indebted to Brian Butler and are grateful for his kindness and generosity in 

taking on this challenging task.  He came with experience but with some reservation, given the 

very voluntary nature of the church. However, his wisdom and experience has become self-evident 

in making critical changes to accounting and use of resources.  Sadly, Brian had decided to step 

down at the end of 2014.  We are grateful to Jane Hyde who had very kindly agreed to help out 

with core aspects of this role while axillary responsibilities which Brian did quietly and most 

efficiently will be carried on by Brian and others. 

 Please pray that God will bless Sheena & Brian for their generous gift of time and energy to 

St John’s and health and life that they would continue as long as possible.  What the right hand 

does, the left knows not, and we are truly blessed by both! 
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Venite Adoremus 

 Should St John’s have a mission statement, it would be this, ‘Come, let us worship’.  We 

believe, it is our call, to worship God in Christ Jesus and we aspire to do our best in this call both 

individually and corporately.  Our life is our worship and our Sunday gathering epitomises and 

enables that life.  We strive to do our utmost for the highest and continue ask God to help us.  This 

our mission statement is inscribed on our church bell ‘Venite Adoremus’ and we thank God for all 

those who help to remind us by ringing it each time we gather. 

Verger 

 David Imray had stepped into this role most effectively and efficiently in our hour of need, 

our sincere thanks to his dedication and commitment. 

 We are grateful to all who takes on this role on formal occasions such as funerals and 

weddings and others who stand in when David is away. 

Vestry 

 The Vestry consists of the Revd Canon Dr Isaac M Poobalan (Ex Officio) Rector and 

Chairman, Audrey Masson (Lay Representative), Sheena Butler (Ex Officio) Secretary, Robert 

Allan, Tony Broderick, Thomas Ferguson(People’s Warden), Pat Foster, Sarah-Jane Bennison (PVG 

Officer), Brian Butler (Ex Officio) Treasurer, Andrew Simpson, Lorna Andersen (Alternate Lay 

Representative) and Stephanie Brock.  As Trustees of the Charity, they continue diligently in their 

work in the temporal affairs of the church.   

 The nature of the work of the Vestry continues to evolve and St John’s continues to become 

a multi-centred, multi-dimensional community.  There is more to it than meets the eye.  Please 

remember the Vestry in your thoughts and prayers as it continues to face the challenges of our 

times and the changing circumstances.  We have one major challenge ahead of us with the Cloister 

Project.  We need this team to continue with strength and dedication.  And we look forward to 

welcoming new members to the team. 

Vigil for Peace at Candlemas 

 A few people from St John’s have held a vigil on the Friday of Candlemas week in aid of 

the Homeless people.  We hope to widen the scope of this vigil praying for peace in our world and 

justice for those who suffer as a consequence of human greed.  We hope to hold this vigil for peace 

on the first Friday of February 2015. 

Vigil on Friday 

 Since September 2014, John Montgomery and James Rankin have been keeping musical 

vigil for peace at St John’s on Friday nights from 6.30 – 7.30pm.  The style of music is what is 

popularly known as ‘Chill out’ music which is gentle, rhythmic and melodious.  Mostly 

instrumental, the idea is, Vespers set to contemporary music. 

 In response to this offering, a few people at St John’s decided to offer soup to those who 

come to spend time in church for prayers.  In the past few weeks we have had an average of 12 

people coming.  This Bishop is much encouraged by this ministry and hopes to extend this to other 

churches in the city centre. 
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Vision 2020 

 Vision 2020 was launched in 2002 when the interiors of St John’s began to collapse during 

the service at the Feast of Candlemas.  We named it Vision 2020 because it would mark the 300th 

anniversary of the inception of St John’s. 

We felt called at that point to make a decisive decision, either to close St John’s and join another 

city centre congregation or shape our future with God.  Since then we have raised and used nearly 

a million pounds restoring our resources and in the process supporting charities locally, nationally 

and internationally. 

The Vision continues.  We are growing in confidence and numbers, thanks be to God.  We have 

completed two major restoration projects.  We are preparing to embark on another project which 

will set us up for the future.  We have six years left to realise our vision.  You are neither an observer 

nor a participant in this vision but you are the Vision and it is God’s call to us at St John’s.  May 

God grant you strong hands and firm knees as foretold by prophet Isaiah to bring about the 

salvation promised in Christ Jesus our Lord?  Rejoice for we shall! 

Vulnerable people 

 The ministry at St John’s has developed over the years in daring to be vulnerable and caring 

for the vulnerable people of God.  The extent of what is done here is never fully realised and 

demonstrated.  The gospel principle of ‘let the left hand not know what the right does’ can be at 

times frustrating in a society where even the most insignificant good work is projected out of 

proportion for self-gratification.  Suffice to say that this is our calling and let us plead for God’s 

help to be faithful. 

We are grateful to Sheena Butler, Sarah-Jane Bennison and Lorna Andersen who monitor our work 

with young people and vulnerable adults. 

Website 

 St John’s website has now become a core part in the mission of St John’s.  We are grateful, 

as ever, to Allison Merrick who designed it and continues to advise us on updates.  The website, 

we hope, will soon have the option of donating online and linked to Amazon to earn us some funds. 

 We have a new web-master who has redesigned it and helps keep it up-to-date.  Please 

continue to visit www.st-johns-aberdeen.org at least once a week to keep yourself up to date and 

help the webmaster clean up out of date material. 

Weddings  

 The Rector conducts a number of weddings during the year in different venues.  We have 

a few enquiries from non-members who like to be married at St John’s.  There are more lined up 

for St John’s and elsewhere in the new year.  Please feel free to promote St John’s as a suitable venue 

for weddings. 

 We had two special weddings this year, one of which was named ‘the wedding of the 

century’! for its richness in liturgy and music and genuine celebration of God’s bounty.  Please 

continue to pray for all who come to the Altar at St John’s to be united in Holy Matrimony and all 

http://www.st-johns-aberdeen.org/
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who continue faithfully to their commitment made at this place of prayer.  We also remember those 

who struggle in their special relationships.  May St John’s remain a place of healing and peace. 

Westend Dance Studio 

 Christine Ross, the Manager and Principal teacher continues happily at St John’s.  While 

her collaboration is vital to the maintenance of St John’s, we are limited in our access to the space.  

We hope the dawn of the Cloister will resolve this ongoing issue.  Please pray for all who are 

brought to St John’s through our facilities. 

Whitsun Mission Festival 

 It was good to be able to return to the Whitsun Mission Festival.  Our thanks to Sheena 

Butler and the team for making it a real celebration of the spirit of creativity. 

Whole Church Ministry Leaders 

 We thank God for the ministry of Whole Church Ministry Leaders.  Worship at St John’s 

has been blessed and enriched by an excellent team consisting of Tom Andersen, Sheena Butler, 

Audrey Masson, Tony Broderick, Tom Ferguson, John Lawry, Brian Holden, Lorna Andersen, 

Sarah-Jane Bennison, Ruth Wivell, Stephanie Brock, Brian Brock, Michael Mawson and Chris 

Dodson. 

We were sad to say goodbye to Matthew Burdett.  We enjoy the support and encouragement of 

Chris Brittain, Michael Mawson and Brian Brock as Resident Theologians. We hope there will be 

more joining this team. Please continue to remember the team in your prayers. 

Young People 

 We are delighted to see a number of young people at Sunday worship regularly.  It is a joy 

to see the young ones grow in confidence and commitment.  Their part in the Liturgy is a joy and 

inspiration. 

 Please continue to hold this ministry in your thoughts and prayers.  Our thanks to Lorna 

Andersen, Sheena Butler, Stephanie Brock and Ruth Wivell for their thoughtful and generous 

contribution towards this ministry. 

 We hope to develop this further and your share in this essential work with prayer would 

be most welcome. 

40CC @ St John’s 

 The UB40 Culture Club of St John’s meets ad hoc, socially for cultural events and dining.  

It is an open group which meets randomly and it’s a mutual club with no named coordinator. 
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