
 

 

 

 

 

 



Venite Adoremus – Come, Let us Adore! 

Midweek  

Services 

  Sunday Worship @ St John’s commences with 

Morning Prayer said from the Scottish Prayer Book at 

8.30am on most Sundays.  This is followed by the 

Scottish Liturgy 1970 said at 9.00am every Sunday 

except on occasions with prior notice.  There follows 

an informal gathering for Breakfast. 

 

Wednesday 

  

8.30am   Sung Eucharist @ 11am every Sunday 

Morning  

Prayer   

  Venite Adroremus is our Mission.  Choral Worship 

has been the choice of offering to God, at St John’s 

from the beginning.  Our Liturgy, music and style is 

both Contemporary and Traditional.  The version of 

Liturgy in regular use is a fine blend of Scottish 

Liturgy 1982 with Eucharistic Prayers from the 

Common Worship.   The reason behind this blend is 

to reflect the nature of our call to hospitality and 

reconciliation.  We seek to offer our utmost for the 

highest and it is good that you have chosen to be 

part of this great adventure. 

  

11.00am   

Holy 

Communion 

  

  

  7.30pm 

Taizé 

Eucharist 

  

 
   Liturgy is our outpouring of love to God in response 

to God’s love to us.  It is the communal prayer in 

which we worship God in living and loving encounter. 

We affirm God is love and we are God’s children.  We 

confess our failure to love God; and to love our 

neighbour as ourselves.  We confess that we believe 

in One God, the maker of heaven and earth.  This is 

a place of prayer for all People.  You are Welcome! 

   

Friday   

8.30am   

Morning    

Prayer   

  

Tuesday: 10am St John’s Fair-trade Café in the Cheyne Lounge 

CANDLE FUND: A BIG THANK YOU to all who very generously contribute 
towards the candle fund in kind and contributions.  The presence of candle 
enriches the atmosphere of our worship space through beautiful light and some 
heat. 

Candles remind us of God’s presence and act as an offering up our prayers.  
When words fail us and the heart seeks God’s presence, lighting a candle 
becomes our prayer.  While you are encouraged to use votive candles for 
prayer, would you kindly consider sponsoring candles for a week.  A donation of 
£10 would cover the cost.  



The Rector’s Ramble 
‘A New Year with hopes for new beginnings’ is something I hoped to explore 

as a theme in this Tattler.  I know this comes a bit late as we are already into 

February, preparing to celebrate the Feast of St Valentine.  However, for those 

who are on a journey of discovery with God in Christ Jesus, I believe, every 

day is a new beginning and a day of celebration in love.  ‘What shall separate 

us from the love of God?’ said St Paul with absolute confidence; because, who 

we are and what we are about, depends on God.  The more we trust on that 

gracious and unfailing love of God, the better we embrace each day with joy 

and confidence in the loving service of God and one another. 

The beginning of our liturgical year at Advent was a moment when I felt that 

we, at St John’s, are on a journey of new beginnings.  There are too many 

indicators to mention, both positive and critical which made me think, that we 

are at a stage of transition.  This transition, I believe, has to be made in prayer 

and with deep commitment to our identity as a people called for a particular 

purpose. 

Transition in church life is something well observed and well documented from 

the day of Pentecost.  When the church grew from 12 disciples of our Lord in 

Galilee to a global phenomenon within a matter of few years, new processes 

and structures were put in place.  Breaking of Bread, Prayer, Teaching of the 

Apostles and Fellowship were four pillars on which the community was 

founded and led by Elders and Deacons.  All of these elements are our rich 

heritage as Episcopalians and some need renewal.  It is that need for renewal 

in our knowledge and understanding of our heritage, I hope, will be our focus 

for this year and for the following two years. 

So, this lent we hope to have a series of talks on one of our particular heritage 

as Scottish Episcopalians around our liturgy.   God has blessed us with an 

increase in commitment and numbers.  Things that seem obvious to many 

cradle Episcopalians would not be for those with wider experience.  Lent would 

mark only the beginning of a journey of learning.  And as we make this 

journey, there will be further areas to explore.  However, your commitment to 

this journey will make it both joyful and exciting.  Please come to this journey 

with joy and in prayer that we may better serve the Lord. 

‘God is love and we are God’s children’ will always remain the foundations for 

all who believe and celebrate.  Making this a reality is our call.  May God help 

us in that call!                                       In joy,         Isaac 



News & Views 
Bible Study House Group 

The next meeting is as follows: 

Tom Ferguson, 114 Faulds Gate, AB12 5QT on Thursday 20
th
 February. 

Please sign up on the sheet at the back of the Church.  Bring your own Bible. 

Further meetings will be announced in due course. 

St John’s Walkers 

The walkers have been out twice already this year.  The first was on 

Wednesday 1
st
 January following the New Year Eucharist, a group of hardy 

walkers made their way along the Beach Promenade and back to Tony’s for 

tea.  Exactly one month later, on 1
st
 February we had a beach walk starting at 

Newburgh Golf Course and walking south along Foveran Sands.  The group 

were able to view a huge seal colony across the Ythan Estuary before 

continuing south into a very strong wind that created impressive surf in the 

North Sea. 

Our next walk is on Saturday 1
st
 March in the Stonehaven area.  Subsequent 

dates of walks are 21
st
 April (Easter Monday) and Saturday 17

th
 May.  Details 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Remember to wear strong footwear and waterproof clothing. Hats and gloves 

are often necessary! Packed lunches should be taken. We usually try to finish 

off with a refreshment stop on the way home.  To arrange transport or find out 

more, e-mail or call Tom Ferguson (873519). 

The Deeside Choristers 

The Choir will sing Choral Evensong on Sunday 9
th
 February at 6.30pm in St 

John’s. Music includes Stanford, Durufle.  A future engagement is “Music at 6”, 

at St Machar’s Cathedral on Sunday 30
th
 March. 

St John’s Garden Group 

Our first tidy up of the year will take place on Monday 14
th
 April from 10.00am 

until 12 Noon.  Please contact Tom Ferguson if there are doubts about the 

weather.  

Quarterly Hall Clean-Up 

The original date of 1
st
 April could not be taken seriously (!!) therefore a new 

date of Tuesday 15
th
 April has been rearranged starting at 9.30 for what 

should be a thorough spring clean.  It would be helpful if you bring your own 

dusters and cloths.  



St John’s Servers Guild hosts Quiz Night with Wine Tasting on May Day 

One of the many joys of a growing congregation is its growing life and vitality 

within and without the confines of the church walls.  With growing number of 

younger members of the congregation we have more people in the servers’ 

guild and in the choir.  This has caused a happy problem.  We need more 

robes for servers and the choir and we would need at least five sets.  Each set 

would cost about £100 and the target to raise is £500. 

The Servers’ Guild and the Choir have come up with a novel idea.  They will 

jointly host a Quiz Night after Wine Tasting on the May Day i.e. May 1, 2014.  

The event will be held in the Cheyne Lounge and Comper Hall.  Majestic Wine 

will do a presentation and have wine for tasting.  After which there will be quiz 

jointly held by the Servers and members of the Choir.  Please make a note of 

this date and invite friends and family.  Recommended Minimum Donation will 

be £10. 

Shrove Tuesday - Pancakes & Mulled Wine, 7pm, 4
th

 March 2014 

This is special moment when we as a community gather to mark the beginning of a 

solemn journey into the holy season of Lent.  Although the journey begins with the 

imposition of ashes on the forehead on Ash Wednesday, we make the transition 

with a joyful celebration with Pancakes and Mulled Wine on Shrove Tuesday. 

The Shrove Tuesday party will be held in the Cheyne Lounge from 7pm till 10pm 

and the Silent Auction will be held in the adjacent Comper Hall.  People have been 

extremely generous in the previous years to bring in nearly new goods to be 

auctioned and the proceeds added to the Cloister Project Fund.  Please set aside 

things which are valuable but not used and bring it to the party on the 4
th
 of March.  

Please remember to indicate a reserve price from which the auction will 

commence.  Bottles of rare spirits have proved to be popular alongside ornaments. 

Wanted Urgently – A ‘Cleaner’ volunteer 

 We are looking for someone to look after the floors of the church, from end to 

end. This involves sweeping either by brush, mop or vacuum cleaner once a 

week plus washing the floor every three months, but depending on the sort of 

weather we have had. It would involve an hour to an hour and a half every 

week with a bit more for the washing of the floor. The hassocks also require 

Hoovering every so often.   

 The present cleaner will finish at the end of March at the latest. Someone 

already dusts the pews and the present cleaner will continue to take care of 

the brass. If you can, please contact a member of the vestry. 

 



THE LATE STUART MOODIE 

Older Members at St John's were saddened to learn, only recently, of the 

Death, at his home in France on 1st. May, 2013, of Stuart Moodie, a former 

Chorister at St John's. 

Stuart Moodie had a very fine Tenor Voice, and was a leading member of St. 

John's Choir  from the late 1940's/early 1950's era onwards, at a time when 

the Choir numbered no less than 25 men and boys, and provided a strong 

musical experience at the Church, to which Stuart made a major contribution. 

Stuart was an Architect by profession, and eventually left Aberdeen for 

Australia, and thence on to France, where he died 

and is survived by his grieving Widow, Christiane. 

Some time after he left Aberdeen, contact with St 

John's was re-established through Bette and the late 

Walter Walker, and it was as a result of their ongoing 

exchanges that news was received of his Death. 

Throughout these contacts, it was clear that Stuart 

still regarded Aberdeen, and Scotland, as his home, 

and he was always anxious to hear news of St. 

John's. 

Stuart was one of a staunch St. John's Family of Moodies, with his Mother 

regularly taking her place in the front pew under the Pulpit, his Sister, Esme 

looking after the Cub Pack of the Boy Scout Troop at St. John's, and his 

Brother, Norman, who was sadly killed in action during World War Two. 

May Stuart's Soul rest in peace. 

Fiona Ferguson writes 
“I'm involved in a production of 'Oh What A Lovely War', to 
be performed by Aberdeen Opera Company at Aberdeen Arts 
Centre from Tuesday 4th March to Saturday 8th March. I was 
wondering if any members of St John’s would be interested in 
going, and if you could put a notice in The Tattler, and 
possibly a list at the back of the church if any of the 
congregation would like to go.  

The show is particularly relevant due to this being the 
centenary of World War 1, and there will also be an 
educational programme which will include local schools and 
members of the Gordon Highlanders Museum. Some of the 
children's work will, I think, be displayed in the Arts 



Centre during the week of the show and we will be having a 
special schools' performance one evening.  

Performances start at 7.30 each night, with a Saturday 
matinee at 2.30pm. Tickets available from me.”  

Fiona Ferguson 

Ash Wednesday 5
th

 March 2014 

On Ash Wednesday there will be two Eucharistic service, one at 11am and the other 

at 7.30pm.  On this day we will receive the sign of the cross on our foreheads with the 

ashes made from the Palm Crosses from the previous year.  Please mark this date in 

your diary and make this communal journey, a special one. 

Lent, Holy Week & Easter 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter will follow the annual pattern.  We begin with Ash 

Wednesday and continue throughout Lent with Lunches on Sundays and a weekday 

evening gathering for study.  On Palm Sunday we shall have the Dramatised Reading 

of the Passion Narrative.  We will need a volunteer to coordinate and rehearse the 

reading.  For Palm Sunday there will be a procession either indoor or outdoor 

depending on the weather.  In Holy week there will be Moring Prayers said every day.  

On Maundy Thursday there will be Holy Communion with the Washing of the Feet in 

the evening followed by Cedar Meal.  We will also join the diocesan celebration at 

the cathedral in the morning.  On Good Friday we shall join the diocesan community 

for 3 hours at the Foot of the Cross.  In the evening, there will be Stations of the 

Cross procession and meditations at St John’s.  In between some of us will join the 

Walk of Witness which begins at the Cathedral and ends at St John’s.  We will jointly 

host refreshments afterwards in the hall.  Saturday will be the day of preparation for 

Easter Vigil in the evening and Easter celebration on Sunday.  Easter Sunday will 

begin with early service at 8am and a joint celebration at 10am for us to enjoy a 

relaxed lunch afterwards.  Easter Cards with details will be sent nearer the time. 

Lenten Lunches & Rwanda Exchange:  The Wood Family Trust working in partnership 

with Aberdeen City Council and 

Aberdeenshire Council has chosen 15 

teachers to visit Rwanda in July 2014 to 

exchange their skills and knowledge with the 

local schools.  In a competitive selection 

process one of our very own Sarah-Jane had 

been chosen to go.  S-J asked the vestry for 



support in her venture to train with teachers in Rwanda this summer.   She has to 

raise £500 towards this project; the objective of this fundraising is to raise awareness 

and to encourage wider involvement.  S-J would give a presentation during Lent and 

the Lenten lunch donations will be shared between this and the Bishop’s Lent Appeal. 

Lent Food with Christian Aid 

The Provincial Overseas Committee of the Scottish Episcopal Church in collaboration 

with Christian Aid have produced a Recipe Book for Lent.  The unique feature of the 

book is to bring food, prayer and concern for justice together in fine balance and add 

meaning to sacraments in our worship.  There are six copies of the book at the back 

of the church.  We could use it in various ways. 

A recipe from the book could be made for a small group and a discussion group 

hosted with the recipe served.  Alternately, a recipe could be used for Lenten 

lunches.  Whichever way you chose to use, please publicise the event through 

Pewspaper and a poster at the back of the church.  Any money raised from events 

associated with this book to go towards Christian Aid. 

Easter Lunch 

It is now an established tradition at St John’s to meet for lunch after the Easter 

Sunday Liturgy.  This will be a Pot Luck lunch when we bring and share in food and 

fellowship.  There will be list at the back of the church nearer the time.  However, if 

you are in that good habit of planning in advance, then please email Audrey and let 

her know if you intend to bring main course or dessert.  AUDREY MASSON:  

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Three Days in Holy Week - Bishop’s Book on the Holy Week 

Refreshing, challenging and reachable account of the Holy Week explored by Bishop 

Bob Gillies is now available for sale at a pre-publication rate of £5 a copy.  

Recommended Retail Price is £6.95 and will be available in all bookstores from Ash 

Wednesday.  You can order a copy now by emailing bishop@aberdeen.anglican.org 

with ‘Three Days in Holy Week’ in the Subject. 

This will help you make a meaningful journey through the Holy Week this year.  Send 

in your order by Wednesday the 5
th

 of March 2014. 

Cloister Project update 

The plans for the Cloister are still with the Architect.  The idea still remains as a ‘Tent 

of Meeting’ to explore Abrahamic religions of the world under one roof and link it 

with the history of the North East of Scotland through the history of St John’s.  This 

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:bishop@aberdeen.anglican.org


Tent of Meeting will provide additional room for social events for the church and any 

group which may wish to hire. 

Please continue to pray for this project and organise events to raise funds.  

Nina Troy – Rest in Peace 

Nina was born on the 20
th
 of October 1905 in Stonehaven.  Having born and 

lived in a house facing the harbour, we could imagine the family having 

connections with the fishing.  The family moved to Aberdeen when she was 

five years of age. 

She had three brothers.  Walter died during WW1.  Alexander and George 

also lived long lives, both dying in their nineties. 

When she was young she used to work for a company that made fishing nets 

as a net braider. 

During WW2 she was a nurse with the Red Cross and it was while she was 

working at Dunecht House that she met her future husband, Ralph.  Ralph was 

in the British Army and his roots were from Latvia.  He was a wounded soldier 

convalescing. What better cure could one find for a wounded soldier than the 

tender loving care of a bonny quine fe Torry.  Caring was the most natural part 

of Nina.  Who would have imagined that it would blossom into love?  They met 

in November 1942 and within two weeks Ralph proposed and they were 

married on 23 December 1942.  They had a long and happy marriage 

celebrating their Golden Wedding in 1992.  Ralph died at the age of 104years 

in 1999. 

While still single, Nina loved to go out with her friends and she loved to be “in 

the fashion” with some stylish clothes.  She would sew and knit many of her 

own garments.  She loved to show off her looks and talents and what more 

would be fitting than becoming a member of a local drama group.  This flair for 

art and culture ever remained with Nina that even a few weeks ago she would 

take out something she read and read it aloud like a professional performer. 

After marrying Ralph they would tour the country in their little car and spend 

the summer holidays camping. 

She is an excellent cook and baker and only very recently has given up baking 

on a Friday afternoon.  Until then she produced the most delicious scones and 

cakes. 



Nina was brought up in the Episcopalian Church and attended St Peter’s in 

Torry until she and Ralph moved to Stocket Grange.  When she was younger 

she was always keen to help at sales of work and coffee mornings at the 

church. 

Nina never complained.  She is very content with her life.  She enjoyed the 

company she had at Stocket Grange and always attended events taking place 

in the common room.  Every afternoon she and her “pals” get together for a 

chat.  She enjoyed a good laugh and was very optimistic about life. 

Nina kept up to date with what is going on in the world and is amazingly sharp.  

She read the daily paper and also enjoyed doing word puzzles. 

Her extended families live in Denmark and she always looked forward to any 

visits that they made to Aberdeen.  She had two nephews, George and Sandy 

and niece, Margaret who cared for Nina lovingly.  She was very fond of her 

Danish connections and loved her great great nieces Michala and Catherina 

and nephew Marcus.  More recently, connections were made relatives in the 

US and she enjoyed receiving letters and visits from them. 

She was very proud of her age and was delighted to receive her first telegram 

from Her Majesty the Queen on her 100
th
 birthday.  However, by the time she 

reached 108, she was getting quite used to them, but still delighted. 

Delight she was, our Nina.  She was delightful and delighted in her creativity.  

She was delightful and delighted in the company of her friends and family.  

She was delightful and delighted in the Communion with God alone and with 

others.  Nina gives us the confidence to believe the words of Jesus when he 

said, ‘In my Father’s House ... 

Baptism & Confirmation – from Easter to Pentecost 

In the past few months one or two people enquired about Baptism and Confirmation 

in the Episcopal Church.  In line with most mainline churches, the Scottish Episcopal 

Church recognises all who are baptised in the Name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit in a Christian Church, as an infant or and adult.  If you are not baptised 

already and would like to explore, please talk to the Rector.  Easter is a day 

traditionally known as a day for Baptism.  

Baptism is one of the two Sacraments instituted by our Lord and is regarded as single 

initiation into the full life of the church.  Baptism was followed immediately with the 

Laying on of Hands which is the Confirmation.  It was a single sacrament.  However, 

the church created a space between the two parts and encouraged people to journey 



through a period of preparation for confirmation.  Some people choose to be 

Confirmed into the Episcopal Church as a sign of renewed commitment to a particular 

journey in their spiritual life.  Should you wish to make this journey, there will be a 

series of lessons on the journey into the life and worship which we are part of at St 

John’s.  Once again, if you would like to explore a journey towards Confirmation, 

kindly talk to the Rector. 

Lessons in New Testament Greek with Jakob Zbrzezny 

St John’s is blessed with people who have expertise in various fields of academia and 

we would be wise to benefit from this.  Time to time people offer their area of 

expertise and now we have a golden opportunity to learn New Testament Greek with 

Jakob.  Jakob is a student of ancient documents and now with wider access to these 

documents, electronically, we have opportunity to read biblical texts from the 

manuscripts. 

The time commitment would an hour a week and to encourage discipline in 

commitment, there will be a minimum wages to pay.  So those who wish to learn 

New Testament Greek using electronic manuscripts for one hour a week, please sign 

up a form which will be made available in due course.  To help determine time and 

venue, it would be helpful to know your availability.  Please look out for Registration 

Forms at the back of the church. 

Weddings at St John’s & Beyond! 

 There will be two weddings at St John’s this summer and we are delighted to 

remember them in prayer asking for God’s blessings on them as they prepare for 

their Big Day.  Andrew Simpson & Philippa Morton will be married on Saturday the 3
rd

 

of May and Samuel Tranter & Alexandra McKay will be married on Saturday the 2
nd

 of 

August 2014.   

The complex nature of human relationships has never been more explicit and 

explored than the present time.  This is partly because of the changing understanding 

of being human and changes in the human society.  However, we are given an insight 

into human being in the light of the Word made flesh.  ‘In Him was life and the life 

was the light of all.’  Therefore we rejoice in these couple who have made a choice to 

enter into a peculiar relationship in Christian marriage.  Please pray as they prepare 

and bless them for a blessed life of companionship, love and hospitality – ‘as long as 

they both shall live.’ 

As this is being written, an email just arrived from Theo whom many of you 

remember.  Theo will marry Anisha of Vellore, at All Saint’s Church, Vellore, South 



India on Monday the 24
th

 of February 2014.  Please remember Anisha and Theo in 

your prayers. 

Cathedral Song School Project – Saturday Recitals 

The Rector was featured in an article recently in the Evening Express about the 

Cathedral Song School Project.  The reason was incidental but the objective is clear.  

We as a diocese need to raise a Million Pounds to see this project through because it 

is of essence that there is place where Episcopalian worship in its beauty and 

splendour is taught, preserved, promoted and above all celebrated. 

There are few people already involved in the care and welfare of the Cathedral.  As a 

diocesan institution we are obliged to extend our support to the Cathedral even if we 

witness failures and shortcomings in its location and appearance. 

As a way of extending our support, all Cathedral events will be promoted throughout 

the diocese.  The Rector would encourage you to support this project in any way 

possible.  There are postcards with cathedral events at the back of the church.  Please 

support these Saturday recitals and other events. 

Whitsun Festival 2014 

Whitsun Festival had been celebrated since the completion of Restoration of St 

John’s in 2005.  The level of celebration varied and this year the Vestry would like to 

make it a special one.  As we have done once in the past, we shall celebrate this year 

as an Art, Craft and Flower Festival on the weekend of Whitsun. 

This is an advanced notice to the Whitsun Festival which is also our Gift Day which 

will be celebrated this year on Sunday the 8
th

 of June 2014.  While there is plenty 

time to prepare and plan, please mark the date and speak to a member of the Vestry 

if you have ideas. 

Fairtrade Fortnight – February 24 – March 9, 2014  

Did you know that we are a Fairtrade 

Church?  It means we are committed to 

using Fairtrade products in all church related events i.e. 

refreshments after service and all social event where possible.  This 

year we are encouraged to celebrate with Fair Banana Trade.  

Between the 24
th

 of February and the 9
th

 of March, shall we make things using 

Fairtrade Banana’s and use it in the church and at homes.  Banana loafs, Banana cup 

cakes are some possibilities.  Please make and bring it to church during that fortnight 

that buy and sell and use the profits to support the foundation.  


